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Tips for a Great Introduction:
A proper introduction is crucial to a successful performance. 
 e introduction builds excitement and sets the 
tone for the entire performance. 
 is is an important task. 

You or someone from your organization needs to introduce the comedian or speaker. If you don’t feel up for the 
task, feel free to delegate this responsibility. Just make sure the person you select follows these important rules: 

• Read over the introduction beforehand and practice reciting it aloud. Ask the performer about the correct 
pronunciation of their name.  

• If you have a bu� et or bar, the introduction is not the time to announce last call for food and drinks. Make 
that announcement at least 5–10 minutes before showtime (adjust timing based on crowd size).

• When you approach the microphone, give everyone a few minutes to settle down. Ask the audience to turn 
o�  all cell phones ringers and keep chatter to a minimum.

• Don’t worry about being funny. 
 e comedian will handle that.

• Be energetic! You’re excited about the entertainment, right? Build the anticipation by 
showing genuine enthusiasm during your intro.

Excerpted from the book “How to Hire Comedians” by Larry Weaver. 
Get your FREE copy at www.larryweaver.com/comedians

INTRODUCTION
We have a very special guest tonight. He’s a professional touring comedian that has 

appeared on HBO, CBS, NBC, Fox, MTV, CMT and just about every stand-up comedy 

show on television. 

He has his own Comedy Central half-hour special, and has performed on � e Late Show 

with David Letterman as well as � e Tonight Show with Jay Leno.

He also co-authored a national bestselling book with his good friend Je�  Foxworthy.

Let’s give a big round of applause for VIC HENLEY!


